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Ubuntu is probably the easiest way to get a feel for Linux, easiest to install and to use. In Linux, most programs are open source and free. The operating system is also, although some companies produce corporate edition$ which include $upport $ervices. There are hence dozens of Linux builds, some for specialised purposes, some general Windows replacements. And there are several 'looks' to the GUI, notably Gnome as is default in Ubuntu, and the rival KDE in Kubuntu.


There are several ways of installing Ubuntu. From hardest to easiest are -

· Full installation

· Requires re-partitioning of your hard disk, not easy with Windows installed, but you could try on an old machine, as Ubuntu is not as demanding as Windows.

· Dual boot installation using WUBI

· Creates a dual-boot system using virtual disks which appear in the Windows file system. This needs about 8-16GB free space.

· Virtual operating system

· Using VirtualBox, or similar, to create a virtual PC running Ubuntu. Requires about 8-16GB free space.

· Portable Ubuntu

· Does its own virtual system with Cygwin Windows emulator. Default is about 4GB, and runs about 1/3 speed due to the emulation overhead (slower than a full install on my eeePC 600MHz on my 1.5 GHz laptop).

· Live CD

· Most CDs on magazine covers will allow running as a 'live cd' (you may need to burn the ISO file to CD). Makes no change to your HD, but runs slowly due to CD speed limit, and you cannot save anything or add new software.


So, to whet your appetite you could try the Live CD, and check that all your hardware is accessible. Linux usually comes with drivers for all hardware. But to get a real feel for the system one of the other methods should be used. If you can understand Virtual PCs, then try that. If you care to risk some change to your system then try the WUBI method. Otherwise try the Portable solution (this will also run from a (big) thumb drive). 

Ubuntu Portable


To use Ubuntu Portable you need a working Windows system, XP or above. See the references for how to install it in 'above'. You also need about 4GB disk space for the default system, more if you follow the instructions to embiggen the virtual disk. 

1. Download the installation file ' Portable_Ubuntu_DOS_release_4.exe ' which is the current release containing Ubuntu 9.04. About 500 MB.

2. Execute this file, telling it where to unpack its 4 GB (NTFS). Hint - due to hard-coded absence of “ the location should not have spaces in the directory name, so not in Program Files ! It can be moved later to another disk or thumb drive.

3. Run ' pubuntu.exe ' to start Ubuntu. A toolbar will grow at the top of your screen. The full Ubuntu would have a desktop with this bar at the top. The portable version just has the bar.

4. Run programs from the Applications or System tabs just like the Start button in Windows (especially if you configure Classic, like Windows 98) with applications grouped in sub-menus based on function.

5. Ubuntu has its own file system accessed by the Places tab. You can copy to/from your real drive which, informatively, appears as ' cofs2 '.

6. Do your work, save your files, play your games.

7. Press the Stop button to ' turn off ' the virtual machine.

8. Any changes you make to the system are saved and available next time.

Using Ubuntu


Application programs in Ubuntu are similar to those in Windows, especially if you have been using free-ware. OpenOffice for documents, spreadsheets and presentations; Firefox for internet browsing; The GIMP for image editing; VLC media player. To me it's just like home as I have been using open-source free-ware on Windows since XP came out, just so I could move to Linux when Microsoft stuffed it up again.


Adding and updating software is simpler too. For the included packages and tested extras the software is kept in repositories. These keep the packages and required utilities, and can be accessed by the Synaptic Package Manager. This ensures that there are no conflicts or incomplete packages. It also allows you to keep installed versions up-to-date without visiting dozens of websites to check. For additional packages, the software developer will keep a repository which can be added to the list in Synaptic. Additionally there are several GUI interfaces to Synaptic to make software installation even easier. Note - if you try to install a KDE based application a large chunk of the KDE desktop will need to be loaded as well. Carefully check packager starting with K as you could fill up your 4GB.


For even more up-to-date there are sites which offer DEB files (Debian is a family of Linuxes of which Ubuntu is a part) of compiled versions. They are installed by running them, which Starts Synaptic to check for older/newer versions installed and any inconsistencies.


This is just too easy when compared to older versions, where you had to download and compile the source code yourself.


Although Google offers Google Earth (not Picasa) for Linux, an emulator called Wine can be used to run many Windows programs (but don't try with Portable Ubuntu, GE is horrendously slow and graphics not good, and the double emulation would hobble Windows programs).

Demonstrations

· Install Portable Ubuntu

· Start and run OpenOffice / Firefox

· Show file system

· Start Synaptic and update / install software - OpenOffice, Gnu Cash

· Add/remove programs to install software - Gnumeric spreadsheet

· Install Debian package - Ubuntu Tweak

· continue in Communications SIG ??? suggested install / delete; icons on bar ...

Links


Homepage, documentation wiki & download

  http://portableubuntu.demonccc.com.ar/  


Ubuntu Geek review

  http://www.ubuntugeek.com/portable-ubuntu-ubuntu-system-running-as-a-windows-application.html  


Lifehacker review

  http://lifehacker.com/5195999/portable-ubuntu-runs-ubuntu-inside-windows  


How To Forge

  http://www.howtoforge.com/running-ubuntu-on-windows-xp-with-portable-ubuntu  

The latter 3 are based on the previous 8.04 version, there have been some minor changes. It runs from an EXE  now, not a BAT, so it should be easier on W7.


GetDeb - recent programs, remember to get ' Jaunty 32 bit ' (9.04) compiled version.

  http://www.getdeb.net/  

